THE UNSEEN RIFT
lifetime I never had so long a fit of headaching as now : I hope
all the red spots of the child will be gone against I see her, and
her nose straight, so that I may fancy it be like the Mother, for
as she has your coloured hair, so I would have her be like you
in all things else.
The family were united in Jermyn Street in the beginning
of March, and John saw his child for the first time. We do
not know how long the infant lived. It may well be that the
sorrow of her death came upon them almost as soon as they
were together again.
James spent the summer of 1680 in England, and hoped,
with the King, that the new Parliament summoned for October
might be more tolerant to him. It is plain that in this interval
Churchill was most anxious to secure some employment which
would give him and his family a secure habitation. The
command of one of the permanent regiments like the Admir-
alty Regiment, the governorship of Sheerness, or a foreign
embassy were posts to which he might reasonably aspire.
James was pleased with his services and made every effort
to promote his interests, subject to one fatal condition. " So
long as I am from him [Charles II]," he wrote to Hyde in
December 1680,* " I would not willingly have Churchill from
me." When James's hopes were high he tried to find an
appointment for his servant, and when they fell he could not
spare him.
Thus in the summer of 1680 James favoured Churchiirs
fitness to be Ambassador either to France or to Holland. In
the latter case he was warmly seconded by William. Barillon's
account of May 20, 1680, may serve.
Mr Sidney [the English Minister at The Hague] will come home
soon. It is believed he will not return and I am told that
Mr Churchill [k sie&r Chercheil] may well succeed him. If this is
done, it will be to satisfy the Duke of York and to reassure him on
all possible negotiations with the Prince of Orange. He [James]
distrusts Mr Sidney, and has hated him for a long time.
Mr Churchill on the contrary has the entire confidence of
his master, as your Majesty could see when he had the honour
1 Clarendon, Correspondence and 'Diary\ i ji.
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